2014 in
numbers
1 025
media reports

The Norwegian Radiation Protection
Authority’s focus areas for 2015–17

This is the Norwegian Radiation
Protection Authority

Radiation safety
• Increase the safety of the Norwegian research reactors.
• Increase international nuclear security in order to lessen the risk of radioactive
contamination.
• Prevent damage to human health from UV radiation and radon.
• Prevent detrimental effects to human health and the environment from radioactive

• Maintain an updated threat assessment.
• Ensure round-the-clock preparedness by the Crisis Committee for Nuclear
Preparedness.
• Maintain the national measuring capacity and competence.
• Increase focus on the Arctic.

Accessible knowledge about radiation and risk

radiation, natural radiation, including radioactive contamination of the environment.

inspections

52
events

203 568
online visits

visiting address:
Grini næringspark 13
Østerås (Bærum)

Tromsø

post address:
P.b. 55
1332 Østerås

post address:
Framsenteret
9296 Tromsø

nrpa@nrpa.no
www.stralevernet.no

telephone: +47 67 16 25 00

million kroner in grant
management for the

Radiation Safety in Everyday Life:
Responsible Use and Proper Protection

Rules and Regulations
The NRPA administers the following acts and
attendant regulations:

Our values:

competence,
professionalism,
openness, and visibility

telephone: +47 67 16 25 00
24-hour on-call telephone:
+47 67 16 26 00
media contact: +47 67 16 26 60

•

the Radiation Protection Act

•

the Pollution Control Act

•

the Nuclear Energy Act

Our mandate for nuclear preparedness is founded in

Svanhovd

the Royal Decree of 23 August 2013.

post address:
9925 Svanhovd

• Ensure responsible and effective administration and production.
• Be the preferred advisor and source of knowledge.
• Be a visible actor both nationally and internationally.

Foreign Affairs, and others

80

visiting address:
Hjalmar Johansensg. 14

million kroner from the
Environment, the Ministry of

designated a Centre of Excellence by the Research Council of Norway.

ARCTIC SECTION

Care Services
Ministry of Climate and

We participate in the Centre for Environmental Radioactivity (CERAD), which has been

Visible, clear, and predictable authority

telephone: +47 67 16 25 00

Organization per
31.12.2014

The NRPA’s Mandate

Director General
Ole Harbitz

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

122
employees

64 female
58 male
15 nationalities

Communicaon
head of Communicaon
Anne Marit Skjold

The NRPA works to mitigate the adverse effects of radiation.
Carrying out our social mission includes administering regulations, monitoring activities,
providing information, providing advice and guidance, managing knowledge, and
conducting research, in order to

Monitoring and Research
director
Unn Hilde Refseth

•
•
•
•
•

oversee the proper and responsible employment of radiation sources
oversee the proper and responsible use of radiation in medicine
oversee the responsible treatment of waste and emissions
help reduce radiation doses from radon and UV radiation
oversee national nuclear safety and security and contribute to international nuclear
safety and security
• ensure a responsible nuclear preparedness with good crisis management
The NRPA chairs and serves as the secretariat for nuclear preparedness in Norway.
We are the national reference laboratory for units of measurement related to radiation
and radioactivity.
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The NRPA is the point of contact for reporting national and international nuclear events.
MAIN OFFICE

million kroner from the
Ministry of Health and

The NRPA is the responsible agency with expertise in nuclear safety and security, all use of

www.stralevernet.no

twitter.com/Straalevernet

facebook.com/Straalevernet

Photo: Vadim Petrakov/Shutterstock

55

• Knowledge production through national and international research and monitoring
collaborations.
• Active sharing of knowledge and information.
• Good overview of all doses administered to the Norwegian population.

91

We also carry out assignments for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

June 2015

access requests

Operative national nuclear preparedness and crisis management based on
cooperation

million kroner

Ministry of Health and Care Services as well as the Ministry of Climate and Environment.

Proper use of radiation

923

250

The Norwegian Radiation Protection Authority (NRPA) is an expert agency under the

waste and emissions.
• Prevent undesired events involving radiation sources.
• Help the right patient receive the right examination and treatment, at the right time
and with the right dose.
• Maintain a good overview of radiation sources and use.

administers

Nuclear Safety, Emergency
Preparedness and Environmental
Radioactivity
director Per Strand

Radiation Applications
director
Hanne Kofstadmoen

Radiation Research
head of section
Åste Søvik

Emergency Preparedness and Response
head of section
Eldri Holo

Section for Medical
Applications
head of section
Eva G. Friberg

Radiation Monitoring
and Data Management
head of section
Anne Liv Rudjord

High North
head of section
Inger Margrethe
Eikelmann

Non-Medical
Applications
head of section
Tone Mette Sjømoen

Radiation
Measurements
head of section
Merete Hannevik

International Nuclear
Safety
head of section
Ingar Amundsen
Environmental Protection and Nuclear Safety
head of section
Solveig Dysvik

Planning and
Administration
director
Martin Høiby

5 employees in
Tromsø

1 employee in
Svanhovd

116 employees
in Østerås

94 %
of the employees have
higher education

Research project for a more robust nuclear preparedness
Because Norway was badly effected by the Chernobyl disaster in
1986, the country has participated in many EU projects on nuclear

accident occurs. Other important results included the creation of
a European platform for nuclear preparedness and crisis management, as well as simplified and improved models that calculate the

Photo: Kjell Arve Dahle/Shutterstock

Almost thirty years after the nuclear power plant disaster in

During the Nuclear Security Summit in March 2014, Prime Minister

Chernobyl in 1986, radioactive contamination can still be detected

Erna Solberg and Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs Carl Bildt initi-

in Central and Southern Norway. After several years with little

ated a cooperative effort with Ukraine. The aim was to help reduce

radioactivity in sheep, the NRPA registered a substantial increase

the risk of accidents and malicious actions at the country’s nuclear

in 2014. The reason was that 2014 was a peak year for mushrooms,

power plants, for example by strengthening the authorities’

which the sheep eat. Mushrooms contain more radioactivity than

capacities and legal framework. The prime minister also announced

green vegetation because they absorb more radioactive caesium

contributions to a major American-led programme for safeguarding

from the soil. Since 1988, the NRPA has monitored the level of

radioactive sources and strengthening border controls. As part of

radioactivity throughout the summer. The purpose is to notify the

the follow-up, the NRPA has strengthened its cooperation with the

public when high levels of radioactivity in sheep are expected, so

Ukrainian radiation protection authorities, and a new collaborative

that the animals can be taken in from their pasture sooner and

project has been established in a number of areas.

During 2014 the NRPA inspected the Norwegian nuclear facilities at

Russia concluded a three-year-long research project on radiation

the Institute for Energy Technology (IFE) on numerous occasions.

protection and radioactivity in the Arctic and sub-Arctic areas.

Several infractions were uncovered while reviewing the systems.

The project partners assessed both the risk of potential nuclear

IFE has worked systematically with its steering documents to re-

accidents in the Euro-Arctic region and the possible ramifications for

medy the infractions that were thus detected.

The NRPA’s dosimetry laboratory is Norway’s calibration laboratory

In a new directive, the EU requires its member states to create

the population, the environment, and various commercial sectors.

The NRPA also completed its recommendation concerning IFE’s

for ionizing radiation and has been in operation for 75 years. In

national action plans for dealing with radon. Such action plans must

These assessments raised the competence of the project partners

application for a renewed licence for operating the Halden Reactor.

2004 the laboratory, which is a secondary standard laboratory, was

include exposure to radon in residences, publicly accessible build-

National exercise in civil
preparedness in 2014

and improved the preparedness in the region. This is the first project

The NRPA recommended that a operating licence be granted on

designated by the Norwegian Metrology Service to be the national

ings, and work places. It shall address various sources of radon,

On 16 October 2014 the Ministry of Justice and Public Security and

to assess the societal consequences of a nuclear accident in the

certain conditions. In December 2014 the government decided to

reference laboratory for the units gray (Gy), sievert (Sv), and bec-

such as building sites, household water, and construction materials.

the Directorate for Civil Protection held its annual national exercise

Euro-Arctic region. The results show that the damage to a region’s

grant such a operating licence for the period 1 January 2015–31

querel (Bq). This requires the laboratory to establish and maintain

As a non-member, Norway is not bound by the directive, but it is

for the various ministries. The theme concerned information and

reputation will be far greater than the purely physical effects.

December 2020.

standards for these units. The laboratory shall also meet the needs

desirable for the country to be in line with the rest of Europe in

communication work during a nuclear event, and both the NRPA

for calibration in Norway within radiation therapy, X-ray diagnos-

this area. The NRPA co-organized an international workshop on

and the Crisis Committee for Nuclear Preparedness assisted in plan-

tics, nuclear medicine, and radiation protection. The Dosimetry

action plans and shared its experiences from the Norwegian radon

ning and carrying out the exercise.

Laboratory is a member of EURAMET, a consortium of national

strategy.

National system for implementing new methods in the specialist
health service
A national system for implementing new methods was established in order
to ensure that patients shall have access as quickly as possible to new
methods that are safe and that have a documented effect. The system is
also meant to prevent the use of methods whose efficacy has not been
properly documented. As of August 2014, the NRPA became a full participant in the system. The NRPA helps assess all new methods that either use
radiation or are intended to replace such radiation-based methods.

Photo: Anders Widmark, Statens strålevern

In 2014, research institutions and authorities in Norway, Finland, and

JANUARY
New webpages

The minister of
health and care
services visited the
agency
FEBRUARY

Nuclear Security
Summit
MARCH

Mobile phone–based
film competition for
adolescents about
solar effects and UV
(in collaboration with
the Norwegian Cancer
Society)

Renewed licence recommended for the Halden
Reactor
Visit from the Japanese
minister of state for
disaster management

nuclear reactors, which was also the case in 2007. Russia and Norway are in tandem
analysing test samples and images in more detail, and a final report on the environ-

Exercises in Russia

Ban on using powerful laser pointers
without approval

In order to keep our regional threat assessment up to date, it is useful to see how

Agreement with the
French Nuclear Safety Participant in the
Authority about proMajor inspection
Agreement between
national system
Institute for Energy
viding early warning
campaign
from
the
Norway
and
the
for implementing
Technology placed
and exchanging infor- new methods in
supervisory authoriUnited States about
under intensified
mation during nuclear the specialist health
ties, with a focus on
non-proliferation
supervision
events or accidents
tanning salons
work in Ukraine
service
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST

Nordic framework for
measures meant to
protect life, health,
and the environment
during a nuclear event

Preliminary analyses from the expedition show that there are no leaks from the

mental status of K-159 will be submitted in 2015.

parties in Russia hold drills and exercises. Participation in such exercises helps increase
our knowledge about nuclear power plants as a potential source of contamination. In
2014 we participated as observers at exercises in Russia: at the home base of Atomflot
and its fleet of nuclear-powered icebreakers, stationed north of Murmansk, and at the
nuclear power plant in Kola.

75th anniversary
of the Dosimetry
Laboratory

Norwegian-Russian
expedition to the
sunken nuclear
submarine K-159
Five state secretaries were briefed on
nuclear security and
preparedness

Co-organizer of a
conference in Barcelona about environmental radioactivity
SEPTEMBER
Radon workshop
in Paris
Kristiansand Zoo
reported to the
police for illegal
laser use

The minister of
climate and environment visited the
agency

National
exercise in civil
preparedness
OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Common European
norms for treatment
during the first hours of
a very serious accident
or event at a nuclear
power plant

The government
grants a new
licence for the
Halden Reactor
DECEMBER

Agreement with
Sweden and Ukraine
to cooperate on the
security of Ukrainian
nuclear power plants,
signed during the prime
minister’s visit to Kiev

The government
abolishes requirement
for staff to be present
at tanning salons
The government
bans powerful
laser pointers

The government has decided that it is illegal
to import, own, use, manufacture, transfer,
or sell powerful laser pointers without prior
approval from the NRPA. The new regulations
came into effect on 1 January 2015. The reason

Cooperation with Japan after the
Fukushima disaster

calibration laboratories in Europe.

New radon requirements for schools,
nurseries, and rental
housing

in the area and the physical status of the submarine.

given uncontaminated feed.

Photo:Kjetil Veire

EU requirements to national
action plans on radon
Photo: Hans Bjerke, Statens strålevern

Photo: Petter Arneberg

Photo: Synne Egset, Statens strålevern

spread of radioactive contamination. The project concluded in 2014.

was sent in order to obtain updated information about the environmental situation

Photo: Inger Nergaard, Statens strålevern

es, roles, and responsibilities that come into effect when a nuclear

proximity of Norway and is a potential source of contamination. The expedition

Photo: FSUE «Atomflot»

has heightened the European-wide understanding of the challeng-

The Dosimetry Laboratory’s
75th anniversary

submarine K-159 in the Barents Sea in order to investigate whether there are any

Photo: Statens strålevern

together to help build a robust nuclear preparedness. The project

Administration of IFE

In autumn 2014 a Norwegian-Russian expedition visited the sunken Russian nuclear

Photo: Inger M. Eikelmann, Statens strålevern

lished local and national forums in several countries that allow

Photo: Malgorzata Sneve, Statens strålevern

in the EU project NERIS-TP, which has either continued or establocal, regional, and national parties from various sectors to come

Cooperative network on
radiation protection and
research in the Arctic

Norwegian-Russian expedition
radioactive leaks from the submarine. The submarine lies in the immediate

preparedness and crisis management. The NRPA has participated

Photo: Martin Blom

The complete
Norwegian
Annual report is
available on
www.nrpa.no

Nuclear security cooperation in
Ukraine

Peak year for radioactivity in
sheep
Photo: Synne Egset, Statens strålevern

Annual Report for 2014

why the regulations on radiation protection
were changed is that powerful laser pointers
can cause eye and skin damage as well as
problems for air traffic and other forms of

The NRPA is leading a bilateral grassroots

traffic. It is the NRPA’s view that the danger-

project where Norwegians affected by the

ous and illegal use of laser pointers can only

Chernobyl disaster meet and exchange

be deterred through a strict set of regula-

experiences with Japanese inhabitants

tions that require prior approval for all use

from areas that were contaminated by the

of powerful laser pointers. Only enterprises

Fukushima disaster. In collaboration with

and people with a justified need will receive

the International Commission on Radiolo-

approval to import, sell, buy, or use powerful

gical Protection, the NRPA also organized

laser pointers. Powerful laser pointers can be

dialogue seminars in the contaminated areas in Fukushima, where the agency, along

handed over to the police within 1 July 2015 for

with Norwegian farmers and reindeer herders, also contributed with its expertise.

those who do not have such approval.

These seminars allow local authorities, the local populace, and NGOs to discuss the
situation, examine what can be done to improve the conditions, and plan the future
for the local inhabitants.

